Church Meeting 21st September 2026

Those present: Bryan East, Pat East, David Raistrick, Judith Raistrick, Mark Hearsum, Heather King, Mike Holder, Sue Holder, Brian Short, Rosie Short, Roger Newman, Robert Whiddett, Sandra Dale, Pam Elliott, Clive Dale, Barry Furby, Sue Furby, Dave Lawes, Mark Dale, Chris Lawes, Mike Juggins, Tineke Juggins, Ellie Juggins and Stella Gray.

Apologies: Christine Dean, Bill Dean, Trixie Whiddett, Terry Gillard and Evelyn Gillard.

Devotions: Bryan read Psalm 146 and opened the meeting in prayer.

Minutes of Last Meeting. These were read, Clive Dale proposed them as accurate, Roger Newman seconded the proposal and all present agreed with no exceptions.

Upcoming Dates
Leadership Meeting 11th January 10.00am
Church Meeting 27th January 7.00pm
Harvest 11th October including lunch by Robert, Mark & Kylie
Christmas Carol Service 13th December 6pm
Carol singing at Ebley Wharf 6th December – time to be confirmed
Carol Singing at Minchinhampton 9th December – time to be confirmed

Matters Arising: any matters arising will be dealt with under the agenda.

Financial Report 
Stella explained that, since 1st July to present date we have received £8173.23, spent £6885.16 so are £1288.07 better off than at the beginning of the year. We currently have £32387.27 in funds available for spending. This includes £500 for the window fund which we are collecting towards repairs.

Leadership
There has been a change of Leadership and Brian Short has been asked to become an Elder and Robert Whiddett has been co-opted on as a Deacon. Brian was already on the Leadership Team as a Deacon and it is suggested Robert joins for 12 months to see if this is something he wants to do before it becomes more long term. This has been done as a matter of urgency and is all legal. However, the fellowship were asked if they agreed with this decision and Chris Lawes proposed it was accepted, Mike Holder seconded it and all present agreed with no exceptions.

Chapel Fabric
Walls & Windows. Sadly, we cannot give an update on this as Terry has been dealing with getting quotes, etc. and we have not had that information from him.

Lights. The new lighting has caused some people to have headaches. Stella has been in touch with the electricians who installed them to see if they could either have diffusers fitted or install a dimmer switch. Unfortunately, there are no diffusers that will fit them and they are not appropriate for a dimmer switch. They have suggested reducing the wattage from 50w to 35w. We will look into this further and see if there are any other options.

Fire Wardens. Four people are booked on the Fire Warden course for 2nd October which will make us compliant. 

Signs for the churchyard. We are in the process of working out wording and getting prices for signs that warm people of dangers in the churchyard. We are also looking at creating a policy for what items are allowed, e.g. no glass as it is a fire risk.

Fellowship
Services. Sunday mornings will remain the same with the exception of bringing Communion forward slightly in the service so JAM Club can participate. It is important for the children to learn what happens. Evening service will remain dormant until the spring when it will be discussed again.

Rosie’s New Bible Study. This is being introduced as one person particularly wanted a ladies only group but can only come in the evenings. The study will last about 40 minutes and will follow the Precept Inductive method.

Open The Book. It is a privilege to have an opening into schools as it is important for young people to learn about spiritual life.

Bryan thanked everyone for attending the meeting and all those who had written reports for the AGM. He found it exciting listening to all the reports about what is going on. We do not know what seeds have been sown or fallen. We could have people turning up because of what is going on at the Wharf.

There being no further business Bryan closed the meeting in prayer.

